8th grade Language Arts

Independent Reading Books, Short Sheets and Projects
1. Each quarter you will read two books outside of class.  These are two books that you choose.  It is important that you appreciate reading for enjoyment; therefore, I will not require that you read specific books, or read books at specific lexile levels.  However, you should exercise good character and judgment, and select books that are intended for teenagers/young adults, and are both interesting and challenging in some way.  If you are unsure if your book is appropriate, just ask me.
2. After you finish a book, you will complete either a Short Sheet or a Project. Each quarter, your Short Sheet/Project grades will count as Formal Assessment grades.
3. Short Sheets/Projects are due the fourth and eighth Friday of each quarter.  Plan accordingly.

4. There are six different Short Sheets.  You must complete a different Short Sheet for each book, which means you will have completed all six Short Sheets by the end of the year.  

5. Your quarterly independent reading assignments are as follows:  
1st quarter-    two books, two Short Sheets
2nd quarter-  two books, one Short Sheet and one Project
3rd quarter-   two books, two Short Sheets
4th quarter-   two books, one Short Sheet and one Project
6. Use the rubrics below to guide your completion of the Short Sheets and Projects.
	Short Sheet Rubric
	There is no evidence that the objective was met.
	There is little evidence that the objective was met.
	There is some evidence that the objective was met.
	There is clear evidence that the objective was met.
	There is thorough evidence that the objective was met.

	The author’s purpose for writing the book is written as a theme statement (to teach us what?) and justified.
	0
	5
	10
	16
	20

	The author’s specific audience (what age group? for readers who enjoy what type of fiction?) is identified and justified.
	0
	5
	10
	16
	20

	Grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and all other mechanics of writing are correct.
	0
	5
	10
	16
	20

	Questions are answered completely and thoughtfully. Your answers convinced me that you read, comprehended, and analyzed the book.
	0
	15
	25
	35
	40


	IRB Project Rubric
	There is no evidence that the objective was met.
	There is little evidence that the objective was met.
	There is some evidence that the objective was met.
	There is clear evidence that the objective was met.
	There is thorough evidence that the objective was met.

	The product demonstrates intellect, effort, and higher-level critical thinking skills.
	0
	10
	20
	25
	30

	The product convinced me that you read, comprehended, analyzed, and were affected by the book.
	0
	10
	20
	25
	30

	Detailed analysis of the book/theme/character/author’s craft is communicated thoughtfully and thoroughly in the final product.
	0
	20
	30
	35
	40


Project Options

1. Create a piece of artwork (painting, drawing, collage, model, sculpture) that creatively and abstractly represents the theme of the book, a character in the book, or shows how the book impacted your life.  Include a 2-4 paragraph interpretation, analysis, and explanation of your artwork.

2. Choose what you believe to be the five essential moments of the story.  Write a paragraph for each moment explaining why that moment was an essential part of the story.  Arrange these five moments into an illustrated sequence with a one-sentence description for each picture.

3. Create an imaginary Facebook Profile page for a main character in your book. You may draw free hand, cut and paste from magazines, or use a computer. Minimally, the page must include:

· A profile picture of the main character.

· A friends list (with pictures): Identify a minimum of three minor characters; describe their relationship to the main character; explain their role in the plot.

· A favorites list: Identify and explain at least three activities your main character enjoys. Either pull these details from the book, or use your imagination to make logical connections to your character.

· Three status updates: Summarize the beginning, the middle, and the end of the book. Consider posting about the exposition, the climax, and the resolution.

· Three comments or wall posts from friends: Use these additional posts to show development of the characters, conflict and/or plot.

4.  Create a Mind Map about your book.  A Mind Map is another way of “making notes” on a subject or a book, and it includes words, pictures, colors, and lines.

1) Write the title of the book in the center of the page, and draw a circle around it.  Think of this as your central subject.

2) As you think of major or important facts or events draw lines out from this circle. Label these

lines with a phrase or sentence or drawing. Think of these lines as your major headings.

3) As you think deeper about the book and uncover more details, themes, etc. which belong to the major event lines you’ve already created, draw these smaller events/details as lines linked to the major event lines. The smaller events/details are your subheadings.

4) Finally, for individual facts or ideas, draw lines out from the appropriate subheading line and

label them.

5) As you think about the book and look over your map, new information may come to mind; link it to the Mind Map appropriately.

Note: A complete Mind Map may have main topic lines radiating in all directions from the center. Subtopics and facts will branch off these, like branches and twigs from the trunk of a tree. You do not need to worry about the structure produced, as this will evolve as you develop your mind map.

Keys to developing a great Mind Map:

· Use single words or simple phrases for information: In your Mind Map, single strong words and meaningful phrases can convey the meaning more clearly than full sentences. Excess words just clutter the Mind Map.

· Print rather than write in cursive.

· Use color to separate different ideas: This will help you to separate ideas where necessary. It also makes your Mind Map easier to remember. Color also helps to show the organization of the subject.

· Use symbols and images: Where a symbol or picture means something to you, use it. Pictures can help you to remember information more effectively than words.

· Using cross-linkages: Information in one part of the Mind Map may relate to another part. Here

you can draw lines to show the cross-linkages. This helps you to see how one part of the subject

connects with another.

Please go to the following website to view a sample mind map. This website is the source of this compiled information and can provide additional information as well.

http://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newISS_01.htm
