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Plot

Plot is what happens in a story, but action itself doesn’t constitute plot. Plot is created by the manner in which the writer arranges and organizes particular actions in a meaningful way. It’s useful to think of plot as a chain reaction, where a sequence of events causes other events to happen.

When reading a work of fiction, keep in mind that the author has selected one line of action from the countless possibilities of action available to her. Trying to understand why the author chose a particular line of action over another leads to a better understanding of how plot is working in a story.
Authors can’t present all the details related to an action, so certain details are brought to the forefront, while others are omitted. The author imbues the story with meaning by a selection of detail. Plot occurs when the writer examines human reactions to situations that are always changing. How do love, longing, regret and ambition play out in a story? It depends on the character the writer has created.

Because plot depends on characters, plot is what the characters do. Plot also fluctuates, so that something is settled or thrown off balance in the end. Traditionally, a story begins with some kind of description (exposition) that then leads to a complication (rising action). The complication leads up to a crisis point where something must change. This is the climax, or the most heightened moment of a story.

The climax is followed by the falling action, then finally the resolution of the climax. Making events significant in plot begins with establishing a strong logic that connects the events. Insofar as plot reveals some kind of human value or some idea about the meaning of experience, plot is related to theme.

Theme

What exactly is this elusive thing called theme? The theme of a fable is its moral. The theme of a parable is its teaching. The theme of a piece of fiction is the lesson the reader learns by reading the story.  In fiction, the theme is not presented directly. You extract it from the characters, plot, and setting that make up the story. In other words, you must figure out the theme yourself.

Readers usually search for answers and meaning in literature. Theme makes a story memorable. Theme often depends on a vision of life that the writer starts out with before s/he begins the story. 
Character

Character can’t be separated from plot, since we come to understand a character by what s/he does. In stories, characters drive the plot. The plot depends on the characters' situations and how they respond to them. For most traditional fiction, characters are divided into the following categories:

· Protagonist: the main or central character or hero (Harry Potter) 

· Antagonist: opponent or enemy of the protagonist (Dark Lord Voldemort) 

· Foil Character: a character who helps readers better understand another character, usually the protagonist. For example in the Harry Potter series, Hermione and Ron are Harry's friends, but they also help readers better understand the protagonist, Harry. 

Because the characters are so important to the plot, it is important for the reader to understand the characters as much as possible. Characterization usually occurs indirectly, through dialogue and action. 

Conflict, Crisis, Resolution

Conflict and crisis are important to fiction because most readers find trouble interesting. If characters are best friends who always get along or have no age and personality difference, readers might not find them compelling. If characters do not have internal or external conflict to meet, deal with, and overcome (or fail to overcome), then readers may find the story uninteresting.

In addition, conflict can be an effective device for driving plot. In traditional patterns of fiction, readers are introduced to characters and then something occurs that challenges the protagonist. This complication is usually some sort of conflict or crisis the characters must face, deal with, and/or overcome. The conflict can be internal: a character's battle with her depression. Or the problem can be external: the protagonist dealing with her enemy, the antagonist. Or the conflict can encompass both internal and external elements: the protagonist must first deal with her depression in order to overcome the conflict with the antagonist.

In order to overcome the crisis, the protagonist must make some sort of important decision or take some kind of action. The protagonist's decision to deal with the crisis then leads to the climax of the story, after which the reader learns of the effects of protagonist's choice. Following the climax, the crisis is resolved, and then the story concludes. During the conclusion, readers learn how the protagonist has changed (grown, learned, remained the same, become more evil, etc.) as a result of the crisis. This change is almost always related to a theme in the story.
1.  What are the five stages of plot?   

2.  What does plot depend on and why?

3.  Who is the protagonist in TKAM?

4.  Who is one Foil character in TKAM?  Explain why.

5. How do you determine the theme of a story?
6.  Use context clues to explain what the word fluctuates means (4th paragraph on page 1). 

