8th grade Language Arts Syllabus
Mrs. Bibb

Email: katherinep.bibb@cms.k12.nc.us
Weebly: http://bibblanguagearts.weebly.com
Overview:  Welcome to 8th grade Language Arts!  I am excited to work with each of you this school year.  This course follows the Common Core State Standards created to help ensure that all students are college and career ready in literacy by the end of high school.  This course is designed to provide you with a solid foundation in literary appreciation and analysis, and to further develop your language skills so that you will be well prepared for high school English courses.  

Parent Expectations and Student Achievement:  According to a compilation of research released by the NEA (National Education Association):

· The most consistent predictor of children’s academic achievement and social adjustment are parent expectations of the child’s academic attainment.
· Parents of high-achieving students set higher standards for their children’s educational activities than parents of low-achieving students.

· Decades of research show that when parents are involved students have:

· Higher grades, test scores, and graduation rates

· Better school attendance

· Increased motivation, better self-esteem

Parents, what does this mean?  It means the higher your expectations are for your child, the more likely he/she will succeed.  It means the more involved you are in your child’s education, the more likely your son/daughter is to succeed in school both socially and academically.
Parents, what can you do?  Parents, you are the most influential factor in your child’s academic achievement.  To help your child both value his/her education and try his/her best every day in school, please do the following:

1) Check your child’s Agenda nightly so you are aware of upcoming homework assignments.  Check the Weebly for copies of all assignments.
2) Every night, ask your child, “What did you learn today in school?”  Ask for specific information about each of your child’s classes.

3) Ask your child what book he/she is reading.  Ask questions like:  Who are the main characters?  What is the conflict?
Independent Reading Books and Expectations:  Each quarter you will read two books outside of class.  These are two books that you choose. It is important that you appreciate reading for enjoyment; therefore, I will not require that you read specific books, or read books at specific lexile levels.  However, you should exercise good character and judgment, and select books that are intended for teenagers/young adults, and are both interesting and challenging in some way. If you are unsure if your book is appropriate, just ask me. You will read two books per quarter. Your Short Sheet and Project grades will count as Formal Assessment grades each quarter. Short Sheets/Projects are due the fourth and eighth Friday of each quarter.  Plan accordingly.  Parents, please make sure your child always has an Independent Reading Book, and reads the book at home every night.
· Your quarterly independent reading assignments are as follows:  

1st quarter-    two books, two Short Sheets

2nd quarter-  two books, one Short Sheet and one Project

3rd quarter-   two books, two Short Sheets

4th quarter-   two books, one Short Sheet and one Project

Course Outline:

Unit 1:  Can A Child Make The World A Better Place?
Full-length text:  Iqbal, Francesco D’Adamo
Sample shorter texts:  “Child Labor,” “Two Cheers for Sweatshops,” “The Case Against Sweatshops,”   


“Rethinking Sweatshop Ethics and Economics”
Formal Writing:  Argumentative essay

Unit 2:  What Are Life’s Greatest Lessons?
Full-length text:  Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch Albom

Sample shorter texts:  “What is ALS?,” “The Flight from Conversation,”  “How Advertising Targets our  

     Children,” “The Impact of Social Media on Children”

Formal Writing:  Personal Narrative

Unit 3:  Is The Truth Worth Fighting For?
Full-length text:  To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee
Sample shorter texts:  “Legacy of the Marchers on Washington,” “What is Racial Profiling?,” “The Ugly 
    Truth of Racial Profiling,” “Scottsboro Boys”
Formal Writing:  Research
My Commitments:

1) I will make every day as interesting and interactive as possible.

2) I will respect you, treat you fairly, and protect you from embarrassment.

3) I will give you choices.

4) I will choose assignments that are relevant and challenging.

5) I will listen to you, care about you, support you, and believe in you!
Classroom Procedures and Policies:

1) Sit in your assigned seat with your materials (IRB, IN, pencil).
2) Complete the warm-up.

3) Present, listen to and/or ask questions about the day’s agenda.
4) Throughout class, actively participate and engage in all activities.

5) Collaborate with your classmates.
Grading Policy/Make-up/Late Work:  As per CMS guidelines, you will be given one day per day absent to turn in work that you missed due to an absence.  Late work will be graded on a 60 point scale.  Quarterly grades will be comprised of 65% formal assessments and 35% informal assessments.  Students who receive less than 79% on a formal assessment may complete qualifying work, then retake the formal assessment within one week of receiving the original graded test.  The highest possible retest grade is 79%.  Please refer to the CMS website for additional information on this district-wide grading policy. 
I am really looking forward to working with each of you this year.  My preferred method of communication is through email.  Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions.  

I have read the expectations and guidelines as outlined in this document.

Student _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian ______________________________________

